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Ive	been	covering	technology	and	trends	for	two	decades	at	a	number	of	national	print	and	online	publications,	and	Ive	been	testing	smart	locks	since	2015.	Ive	lost	count	of	the	number	of	smart	devices	installed	in	my	home,	but	on	a	good	day	its	30-plus.	None	of	them	work	perfectly	all	of	the	time.Smart	locks	are	both	the	most	useful	and,	at	least
theoretically,	the	most	potentially	risky	smart	devices	you	can	install	at	home.	They	make	entering	and	leaving	your	home	far	more	convenient	by	freeing	you	from	having	to	carry	keys	(and	in	some	cases	a	smartphone,	too).	Most	make	it	possible	to	securely	customize	access	to	your	homenot	only	to	family	and	friends	but	also	to	renters,	tradespeople,
and	even	mail	carriers	or	package-delivery	workers.	Weve	found	that	smart	locks	that	feature	a	keypad	are	especially	useful,	making	life	more	flexible	and	even	safer	for	a	household	with	kids	who	are	too	young	to	have	smartphones.Youll	find	a	few	main	categories	of	DIY	smart	locks.	There	are	deadbolt	and	doorknob	smart-lock	models.	For
deadbolts,	you	can	get	a	full-replacement	device,	which	requires	removing	your	existing	deadbolt	and	installing	all-new	hardware.	You	can	also	get	a	deadbolt	adapter,	an	add-on	device	that	replaces	the	interior	thumb	turn	of	your	doors	existing	deadbolt	but	not	the	deadbolt	mechanism	itself.Smart	locks	dont	need	to	be	connected	with	other	smart
devices	to	be	useful,	but	should	you	want	to	do	that,	you	can	link	them	up	using	a	single	smartphone	app	so	that	its	easier	to	access	and	control	all	your	devices.	Your	options	include	popular	smart	platforms	such	as	Amazon	Alexa,	Apple	Home,	and	Google	Home.	Once	youve	configured	your	lock	on	your	smart	platform,	you	might	use	it	to	tell	one	or
more	other	devices	to	turn	on	or	off,	or	perhaps	even	to	trigger	a	string	of	automated	actionsfor	instance,	having	your	front	lights	turn	off	and	your	heat	or	AC	kick	on	whenever	you	arrive	home	and	unlock	the	door.Here	are	a	few	ways	in	which	a	smart	lock	might	be	a	useful	addition	to	your	home:You	dont	need	to	carry	your	keys	anymore,	whether
youre	popping	out	for	a	quick	run	or	youre	off	to	work	for	the	day.You	can	create	and	share	a	custom	code	(or	virtual	e-key)	with	a	houseguest	or	even	a	last-minute	visitorno	need	to	make	physical	copies	of	keys.	This	feature	is	especially	attractive	for	owners	of	rental	properties.Parents	with	latchkey	kids	can	keep	track	of	when	they	get	home	from
school	(or	a	late-night	party).You	can	give	a	babysitter,	contractor,	or	house	cleaner	ongoing	or	last-minute	access.If	youre	out	and	about	when	a	trusted	electrician	or	plumber	comes	by,	you	can	unlock	(and	then	relock)	the	door	remotely.Smart	locks,	especially	keypad	models,	are	perfectly	suited	for	rental-property	and	vacation-home	owners	such
as	Airbnb	hosts,	who	have	to	deal	with	frequent	key	exchanges	(in	fact,	with	some	locks,	Airbnb	now	offers	to	automate	the	code	creation	for	guests).One	especially	important	buying	tip:	If	your	door	has	a	mortise	lock,	with	the	latch	and	bolt	in	an	integrated	unit,	or	a	door	handle	and	latch	that	are	a	single	unit,	none	of	the	smart	locks	we	recommend
here	will	work.	Instead	you	would	need	to	replace	that	integrated	unit	with	a	standalone	doorknob	or	lever	and	possibly	a	deadboltextra	work	and	hardware	that	for	some	may	end	up	being	cost-prohibitive.We	look	for	locks	that	offer	the	best	balance	of	convenience,	security,	and	useful	smarts	while	requiring	as	little	technical	complexity,	ongoing
management,	or	troubleshooting	as	possible.	The	features	we	required	for	consideration	include:remote	accessibility,	so	it	can	be	locked	or	unlocked	via	an	appsome	compatibility	with	third-party	smart	platforms	like	Alexa,	Apple	Home,	or	Google	Homenotifications	when	the	lock	is	triggeredhardware	that	meets	or	exceeds	either	the	American
National	Standards	Institute	(ANSI)	or	Builders	Hardware	Manufacturers	Association	(BHMA)	standards	for	residential	locksOther	specs	and	features	we	looked	for	but	didnt	require:built-in	Wi-Fian	alarmdoor	status	(open/close)	detectionconfigurable	audio	volumeapp-free	triggering,	or	the	ability	to	unlock	without	having	to	access	an	appall-metal
and/or	glass	housinginclusion	of	3-inch	security	screwsWeve	spent	thousands	of	hours	using	smart	locks	since	2015,	and	our	focus	in	testing	is	their	consistency,	reliability,	and	ease	of	use.We	continue	to	keep	our	current	picks	installed	and	in	everyday	use	whenever	possible,	and	we	replace	them	with	new	test	models	as	necessary	for	at	least	a
weekin	most	cases,	for	several	weeks	or	even	months.	We	also	methodically	trigger	the	locks	up	close	using	our	smartphone	via	Bluetooth,	as	well	as	over	our	home	Wi-Fi	network,	and	then	we	do	so	again	remotely	by	connecting	via	cellular	signal.In	each	companion	app,	we	explore	the	available	settings	and	preferencessuch	as	turning	audio	signals
or	LED	lights	on	and	off,	as	well	as	enabling	auto-lock	and	auto-unlock	functions	when	applicableand	we	take	note	of	the	speed,	reliability,	and	usefulness	of	the	notifications	and	the	ease	of	adding	and	managing	access	codes.In	assessing	the	physical	hardware,	we	take	a	close	look	at	the	ease	of	installation	and	the	quality	of	the	materials	used	for	the
various	components.	We	also	consider	the	physical	robustness	of	each	lock	and,	where	applicable,	the	keyway	(see	the	section	immediately	below	for	more	on	this	topic).Wirecutter	takes	security	and	privacy	issues	seriously	and,	as	much	as	possible,	investigates	how	the	companies	whose	devices	we	recommend	deal	with	customer	data.	We	research
all	of	the	security	and	data-privacy	practices	behind	our	picks,	and	we	send	an	extensive	questionnaire	to	the	companies	to	confirm	issues	that	we	think	should	be	of	primary	concern	for	any	potential	buyer.Some	people	assume	that	connecting	a	front	door	lock	to	the	internet	adds	a	new	way	for	thieves	to	infiltrate	the	home	and	that	a	smart	lock	is
fundamentally	more	vulnerable	than	a	standard	door	lock.Our	view	is	that,	while	its	technically	possible	for	a	smart	lock	to	be	exploited	electronically,	through	nine	years	of	closely	testing	and	writing	about	these	devices,	we	have	yet	to	find	a	single	case	of	a	smart	lock	being	electronically	exploited	in	the	real	worldonly	in	labs	or	at	hacker
conventions.	The	reason	is	straightforward:	Residential	burglars	are	less	likely	to	be	sophisticated	hackers	than	common	thieves	who	rely	on	a	trusty	crowbar	or	screwdriver	to	enter.	And	by	that	logic,	smart	locks	are	the	more	secure	option,	because	they	can	tell	a	homeowner	any	time	someone	enters	their	home	(some	locks	even	have	built-in
tamper	alarms).	As	such,	we	believe	that	most	homes	will	always	be	more	secure	relying	on	a	smart	lock.Weve	come	to	realize	that	lockpicking	is	not	only	less	difficult	than	it	may	seem,	but	also	the	wrong	thing	to	worry	about	when	it	comes	to	securing	your	home.	Video:	Jon	ChaseSimilarly,	our	research	and	FBI	burglary	statistics	show	that
lockpicking	isnt	a	realistic	threat	to	homeowners.	Most	residential	burglars	either	enter	through	unlocked	doors	or	kick	in	locked	ones.	Burglars	dont	have	the	time	(or	the	skills)	to	fiddle	with	lockpicks.	(For	more	on	this	topic,	see	Its	Ridiculously	Easy	to	Pick	Some	Smart	Deadbolts,	But	We	Arent	Alarmed.)Until	recently,	deadbolt	locks	have	been
graded	on	a	scale	of	1	to	3	on	their	ability	to	withstand	brute-force	entry	attemptsnamely,	smashingby	ANSI	and	BHMA.	For	deadbolts,	Grade	1	is	the	top	ranking,	reserved	for	a	commercial-use	lock	with	a	1-inch-thick	latch	bolt	that	can	endure	10	strikes	of	75	pounds	and	a	million	open/close	cycles.	A	Grade	2	lock	is	considered	closer	to	residential
level,	with	a	bolt	that	is	0.625-inch	thick	and	able	to	withstand	five	strikes	of	75	pounds	and	800,000	cycles.	In	2021,	BHMA	launched	a	new	system	for	residential	locks	that	grades	deadbolts	from	A	to	C	in	three	categoriessecurity,	durability,	and	finishwith	the	top	grade	being	AAA.The	smart	locks	we	recommend	are	as	safe	as	or	safer	than	their
mechanical	counterparts	(which,	for	instance,	cant	alert	you	when	your	front	door	is	unlocked	or	opened).	The	Schlage	Encode	Smart	WiFi	Deadbolt	and	Schlage	Encode	Smart	WiFi	Lever	are	both	ANSI	Grade	1	and	BHMA	AAA.	The	Yale	Assure	Lock	2	is	ANSI	Grade	2.	The	Aqara	Smart	Lock	U100	meets	ANSI	Grade	3	standardsthough	it	has	not
been	officially	certifiedwhich	is	the	lowest	level	for	a	residential	lock.	(The	Yale	Approach	Lock	with	Wi-Fi	+	Keypad,	our	deadbolt	adapter	pick,	cant	be	graded	because	the	security	level	depends	on	the	deadbolt	its	attached	to.)A	major	security	consideration	with	smart	locks	is	whether	to	enable	auto-lock	and	auto-unlock,	features	found	on	all	our
picks.	These	features	trigger	the	lock	based	on	your	location	(a	technology	also	known	as	geofencing)	via	some	combination	of	Bluetooth,	cellular	signal,	GPS,	and	Wi-Fi.	Having	your	door	automatically	trigger	as	you	walk	up	to	it	is	the	essence	of	convenience,	but	it	puts	you	at	risk	of	an	accidental	trigger	that	leaves	your	front	door	open	to	anyone.
Some	models	come	with	a	little	magnet,	which	you	install	near	the	lock,	to	determine	when	the	door	is	closed	or	open,	ensuring	that	you	dont	lock	the	deadbolt	when	the	door	is	left	ajar.	Another	option	for	some	locks	is	to	use	geofencing	as	a	trigger,	which	requires	that	you	confirm	the	unlock	signal	on	your	phone	before	it	can	activate,	a	far	more
secure	but	also	less	convenient	approach.Overall	we	believe	that	carte	blanche	geofence	triggering	is	essentially	risky,	especially	for	city	dwellers,	who	are	more	susceptible	to	an	opportunistic	thief	(who	may	be	in	the	vicinity	when	a	door	is	accidentally	unlocked).	If	you	live	in	a	suburban	or	rural	location,	the	risks	are	more	of	a	personal	judgment
call.In	general,	the	companies	behind	our	picks	have	very	good	security	and	privacy	policies.	They	all	require	you	to	create	a	login	in	order	to	use	the	smart	features,	they	all	encrypt	those	credentials	when	they	store	the	data	in	the	cloud,	and	none	of	them	share	your	personal	data	or	location	info	with	third	partiesthat	is,	unless	you	opt	to	do	so	by
integrating	your	lock	with	a	platform	like	Amazon	Alexa	or	Google	Assistant.We	continue	to	test	all	of	our	picks,	a	process	that	includes	keeping	track	of	app,	firmware,	and	policy	updates	as	well	as	hardware	and	software	incidents.	Should	any	privacy	or	security	issues	be	found	with	any	of	our	picks,	well	share	them	here	and,	if	necessary,	update	or
alter	our	recommendations.	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	Wirecutter	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	Wirecutter	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	WirecutterCompatibility:	Amazon	Alexa,	Google	AssistantIf	youre	looking	for	a	low-profile,	no-fuss	lock	with	a	foolproof	keypad	and	the	ability	to	connect	to	Wi-Fi	without	requiring	a	plug-in	adapter,	we	recommend	the	Schlage
Encode	Smart	WiFi	Deadbolt.	Its	particularly	easy	to	install,	and	using	it	is	intuitive	so	it	wont	stymie	technophobes.	It	does	lack	a	few	attractive	features	found	on	other	locks,	but	its	reliability	and	trustworthiness	are	a	good	trade-off.	The	battery	life	has	been	excellent,	lasting	six	months	or	more	at	a	time.All	things	should	be	as	easy	to	install	as	the
Encode	deadbolt.	As	the	saying	goes,	its	the	details	that	matter,	and	Schlage	has	done	a	wonderful	job	of	removing	(most)	points	of	friction.	The	front	assembly	is	special.	The	Encode	deadbolt	has	restraining	clips	making	installation	much	easier.	They	hold	the	front	assembly	in	the	hole	of	the	door	so	it	doesnt	fall	apart	while	screwing	in	the	bolts.
Other	locks	weve	tested	require	some	complicated	hand	contortions	to	successfully	hold	the	various	components	in	place	while	trying	to	fasten	them	together	(many	locks	include	a	strip	of	painters	tape	to	help	hold	items	temporarily).It	also	has	room	for	the	cable	to	be	tucked	away,	which	often	causes	difficulty,	doesnt	need	special	tools	or	pins,	and
has	a	handy	code	printed	right	on	the	instructions	for	getting	it	set	up.	Note:	take	a	picture	of	the	code	and	save	the	literature	for	future	use.You	wont	find	a	sturdier	smart	lock.	The	Encode	deadbolt	is	literally	in	a	class	of	its	own	when	it	comes	to	the	toughness	of	its	physical	hardware,	which	is	ANSI	Grade	1,	the	top	ranking	for	a	commercial-grade
lock.	Bolstering	these	impressive	specs	is	the	inclusion	of	extra-long	3-inch	screws	and	a	thick	steel	strike	plate,	which	secure	the	bolt	in	the	doorjamb	when	the	Encode	deadbolt	is	locked.	Those	screws	are	recommended	by	locksmiths	as	a	way	to	ensure	that	your	door	is	highly	resistant	to	being	kicked	in.Your	parents	(and	grandparents)	will
appreciate	it	for	its	aw-shucks	simplicity.	Unlike	many	locks	that	need	to	be	woken	with	a	button	press	or	sometimes	a	palm	over	the	keypad	(which	risks	accidental	button	presses),	the	Encode	deadbolt	is	awake	and	registers	your	first	button	pressits	keypad	is	especially	nice	compared	with	a	touchscreenand	once	you	type	in	your	four-digit	code	it
automatically	unlocks,	so	you	dont	need	to	press	an	unlock	button.	This	seems	like	a	modest	feature,	but	as	someone	who	ran	a	vacation	rental	for	years,	please	trust	that	many	locks	have	interfaces	that	sometimes	can	be	flustering,	especially	those	that	lock	you	out	(like	our	runner-up).Another	lo-fi	detail	we	love	is	the	low-battery	indicator	right	on
the	keypad	above	the	logono	need	to	worry	about	app	notifications	or	arcane	LED	signals.	And	the	ultimate	throwback	is	a	prominent	keyway,	in	case	the	household	Luddite	wants	to	wallow	in	their	inconvenience.It	has	a	built-in	alarm	to	alert	you	if	someone	attempts	to	bust	down	your	door.	When	its	triggered,	you	receive	an	instant	smartphone
notification.	It	also	sets	off	flashing	LEDs	and	an	alarm	which,	to	be	blunt,	is	a	far	cry	from	Schlages	claim	of	a	90-decibel	sirenour	measurements	clock	it	at	a	paltry	61	dB,	or	about	the	impact	of	a	wristwatch	alarm	going	off	in	a	movie	theater.	The	notifications	are	useful	though.	You	can	adjust	the	sensitivity	so	it	doesnt	go	off	whenever	a	delivery
box	is	tossed	a	bit	too	zealously	at	your	front	door.Flaws	but	not	dealbreakersThis	Encode	model	is	relatively	loud	and	slow,	which	sometimes	leads	to	accidental	lock	jams	when	people	open	the	door	while	its	still	retracting	the	bolt.It	only	accepts	your	precise	PIN,	unlike	many	models	which	allow	you	to	type	a	string	of	digits	so	long	as	you	input	your
code	among	them.	We	like	the	ability	to	input	a	string	of	numbers	so	that	if	you	mess	up	your	PIN,	you	can	retype	it	without	having	to	start	over.	Its	not	a	huge	deal,	but	with	the	Encode	deadbolt	we	have	frequently	accidentally	touched	a	number	when	waking	the	keypad	and	thus	had	to	go	through	the	process	of	unlocking	it	twice.The	Schlage	app	is
not	great.	All	smart-lock	apps	have	some	delay	as	they	all	connect	to	the	lock	first	and	then	update	the	status	of	the	lock	before	loading	the	app.	The	Schlage	app	can	be	updated	only	locally	via	Bluetooth,	so	the	process	is	sometimes	tedious,	especially	if	you	are	across	the	house	or	upstairs	and	hope	to	adjust	a	setting.	That	doesnt	apply	to	adding	or
adjusting	a	user,	which	is	helpful.Privacy	snapshotA	username	and	password	are	required	to	use	the	Encode	deadbolts	smart	features,	however	you	can	use	the	lock	without	the	app	(but	lose	smart	features,	like	remote	access).Schlage	collects	a	range	of	device	and	usage	data	that	it	uses	to	manage	and	improve	services.	The	company	does	not	sell
consumer	data	to	third	parties.You	may	opt	out	of	all	promotional	communications	by	making	a	request	to	dataprivacy@allegion.com.Schlages	privacy	policy	is	available	here.	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	Wirecutter	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	Wirecutter	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	WirecutterCompatibility:	Amazon	Alexa,	Apple	Home,	Google	HomeThe	Yale
Assure	Lock	2	shares	many	of	the	same	features	as	the	Schlage	Encode	Smart	WiFi	Deadboltexcellent	hardware,	reliable	performance,	good	looksthough	we	found	it	less	easy	to	install	and	manage,	which	kept	it	from	being	a	top	pick	(see	below).	The	Assure	Lock	2	provides	a	keyway	as	a	backup,	and	has	push-button	numbers.	Its	housing	is	all	metal,
and	its	notably	sturdy	and	heavy;	aesthetically	its	especially	appealing,	because	it	doesnt	stand	out.Its	smart	yet	still	simple	enough	for	technophobes.	While	initially	setting	it	up	we	encountered	a	bit	of	mechanical	resistance,	the	guidance	otherwise	is	helpful,	and	in	everyday	use	it	really	just	worksif	some	household	members	want	to	simply	use	their
key,	fine.	If	they	want	a	simple	and	easy	keypad,	its	there	and	quite	intuitive	to	use.	If	you	want	more	advanced	smart	featureswell,	you	can	handle	that	using	the	Yale	app	and	keep	the	rest	of	the	family	from	having	to	deal	with	it.Offline	notifications	keep	you	up	to	date.	Oddly,	most	smart	locks	dont	actively	send	you	a	notification	should	the	lock	lose
Wi-Fi	connectivity.	Although	its	not	necessarily	a	mission-critical	featureyou	can	still	unlock	and	lock	the	Assure	Lock	2	using	its	keypad	or	a	physical	key	without	needing	internet	accessits	good	to	know	when	internet	access	is	down	if	you	are	expecting	to	receive	a	notification	when	the	lock	is	triggered.It	offers	HomeKit	compatibility.	While
compatibility	with	Alexa	and	Google	Home	tend	to	be	table	stakes	for	most	smart	locksand	work	perfectly	fine	for	iPhone	usersmany	people	appreciate	the	ability	to	keep	all	their	devices	managed	using	just	the	Apple	Home	app.	The	Assure	Lock	2	is	indeed	compatible,	but	with	one	major	caveat:	Unlike	the	Aqara	Smart	Lock	U100	and	other	locks,
Yale	doesnt	allow	you	to	create	or	manage	PINs	in	the	Home	app.	You	are	able	to	set	up	Automations	and	Scenes	and	manage	notifications	as	well.A	sensible	door	sensor	helps	prevent	errors.	Included	with	the	Assure	Lock	2	is	a	small	plastic	module	with	a	magnet	inside	that	is	meant	to	be	mounted	on	(or	in)	the	doorframe.	It	tells	the	lock	when	the
door	is	open	or	shut.	Thats	a	huge	help	so	that	smart	features	like	auto-lock	dont	trigger	at	the	wrong	time	or	fail	to	triggerif	the	lock	is	set	to	auto-lock	after	five	minutes	but	you	left	the	door	open,	it	wont	automatically	lock	until	you	close	the	door.You	can	also	tell	it	to	alert	you	if	the	door	has	been	left	open	for	too	long	or	at	a	particular	time	of	daya
boon	to	anyone	who	has	small	kids	or	caretakes	anyone	with	memory	issues.Flaws	but	not	dealbreakersInstallation	may	be	rougher	than	intended.	Even	after	installing	this	lock	three	separate	times,	we	found	ourselves	struggling	to	get	the	lock	to	align	flush	to	the	door,	due	in	part	to	a	spring	mechanism	on	the	mounting	plate.	If	you	run	into	a
problem,	make	sure	the	power	cable	is	tucked	into	the	nooks	as	intended.Yale	insists	on	using	wireless	modules.	Another	facet	of	using	the	Assure	Lock	2	or	any	Yale	lock	is	that	an	included	wireless	module	needs	to	be	installedat	a	specific	time	before	you	put	batteries	in.	No	other	lock	company	does	this,	and	in	an	older	model	that	module	was	a
source	of	failure.	Its	not	onerous,	but	its	not	ideal.Legacy	accounts	can	be	a	problem.	When	we	went	to	install	this	lock	after	having	installed	another	Yale	lock	previously,	our	user	accounts	seemed	to	transfer	as	well,	but	we	ran	into	an	issue	where	we	could	neither	reuse	old	PIN	codes	or	create	new	ones.	It	turns	out	you	need	to	manage	the	lock	and
users	when	in	Bluetooth	range,	which	resolves	things.Privacy	snapshotA	username	and	password	are	required	to	use	the	Yale	product	smart	feature.	You	can	use	the	lock	without	the	app	(but	lose	smart	features,	such	as	remote	access).Yale	collects	a	range	of	device	and	usage	data	that	it	uses	to	manage	and	improve	services.	The	company	does	not
sell	consumer	data	to	third	parties.You	may	opt	out	of	all	promotional	emails	by	clicking	on	a	link	provided	in	one	of	the	emails.Yales	privacy	policy	is	available	here.	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	Wirecutter	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	Wirecutter	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	WirecutterCompatibility:	Apple	Home	and	Home	Key,	Amazon	Alexa,	Google	Home,
MatterThe	Aqara	Smart	Lock	U100	is	a	deadbolt	replacement	model	with	a	keypad,	but	it	also	includes	a	fingerprint	reader.	Its	also	far	quieter	and	faster	than	the	Schlage	Encode	Smart	WiFi	Deadbolt.	Its	an	especially	good	option	for	Apple	fans	due	to	Home	Key	support.	However,	its	far	more	complicated	than	the	Encode	deadbolt	and	may
sometimes	frustrate	households	who	arent	tech	enthusiasts.You	may	not	have	heard	of	Aqara,	but	we	havea	lot.	Aqara	certainly	isnt	a	household	name	in	the	way	Schlage	is,	but	we	have	been	testing	and	using	its	devices	for	a	few	years	now	and	are	impressed	by	the	companys	ever-growing	ecosystem.	We	often	caution	about	making	a	big	purchase
from	a	company	with	items	we	havent	tested,	and	we	are	confident	in	this	case	that	Aqara	has	the	capacity	and	intent	to	support	its	devices	and	customers.Installation	isnt	hard,	but	the	app,	which	guides	you	through	the	process,	can	be	a	bit	confusing	and	frequently	uses	unfamiliar	tech	jargon.	Still,	its	intuitive	enough	to	figure	out	once	you	get
things	set	up,	and	the	Aqara	app	is	clean	and	useful.One	quirk	we	encountered	during	setup	came	when	we	integrated	the	Smart	Lock	U100	with	Apple	Home.	In	the	process	the	lock	was	automatically	detected	as	a	Matter	device	and	then	appeared	twice	as	two	devices	in	the	Apple	Home	app.	Aqara	says	its	fine	and	that	you	can	feel	free	to	delete
one	instance,	but	its	a	curious	effect	of	using	Matter.Fingerprinting	never	felt	so	good,	especially	if	you	have	had	blinkered	success	with	other	smart-lock	models	(such	as	the	Ultraloq	U-Bolt	Pro	WiFi).	In	a	fraction	of	a	second,	the	lock	senses	your	finger	and	unlocks	the	door,	most	of	the	time	on	the	first	press.	It	is	not	perfect,	and	as	with	any	tech
device	in	general	and	finger	reader	in	particular,	it	is	absolutely	user-dependent:	I	have	zero	issues,	but	impatient	children	often	put	a	finger	on	crooked	and	then	pout	in	defeat	when	it	is	unrecognized.	If	you	can	follow	modest	instructionsput	your	finger	in	the	center	of	the	circleyou	should	be	fine.It	supports	unlocking	by	Apple	Home	Key.	Its	a
slightly	flawed	experience	(see	below),	but	it	will	trigger	when	you	hold	a	registered	iPhone	or	Apple	Watch	up	to	the	lock,	which	is	nice	if	you	dont	feel	like	typing	in	a	code	or	perhaps	youre	wearing	gloves	and	dont	want	to	bother	taking	them	off	for	the	fingerprint	scanner.Flaws	but	not	dealbreakersPINs	must	be	at	least	six	digits,	which	is	actually
kind	of	a	pain.	Every	other	lock	weve	tested	allows	for	four.	That	sounds	like	a	picayune	detail,	but	theres	a	built-in	flow	to	four	digitsweve	been	using	them	forever	with	ATM	cards	and	countless	other	verification	servicesand	so	we	found	we	mistyped	our	code	far	more	often	on	this	lock	than	others.Apple	Home	Key	isnt	an	improvement	on	a
fingerprint.	I	found	the	fingerprint	reader	was	far	faster	and	more	reliable	than	trying	to	get	the	NFC	chip	on	the	iPhone	just-so,	which	often	took	a	few	tries.	(If	youve	ever	struggled	to	use	tap-to-pay	at	retail	stores,	you	know	the	feeling.)You	need	an	extra	Aqara	hub.	Unlike	our	other	picks,	the	Smart	Lock	U100	doesnt	have	built-in	Wi-Fi,	so	to	be
accessible	remotely	you	need	to	buy	a	relatively	low-cost	Aqara	hub	(they	start	around	$55).	If	you	plan	to	use	Apple	Home	to	control	the	lock,	you	can	instead	rely	on	a	HomePod,	a	HomePod	Mini,	or	an	Apple	TV	to	function	as	a	hub	instead.Mess	up,	and	you	may	get	(temporarily)	locked	out.	As	a	safety	precaution	against	someone	attempting	to
fiddle	with	your	keypad,	the	Smart	Lock	U100	will	flash	an	angry	red	if	the	wrong	code	is	put	in.	Do	it	a	set	number	of	times	(its	adjustable	in	the	app),	and	it	will	sound	an	alert	and	lock	down	the	keypad	for	a	minuteor	as	long	as	30	minutes	(you	can	wait	or	use	the	app	or	a	physical	key	to	unlock	it).	This	may	happen	if,	say,	you	are	testing	smart	locks
and	your	kids	try	it	out	and	dont	realize	their	codes	have	changed	so	you	are	eventually	locked	out	of	your	house.	Its	also	possible	to	accidentally	type	the	wrong	code	if	you	dont	learn	to	wake	the	keypad	first	with	a	palm	on	the	keypad	(or	press	the	lock	button)	before	typing	in	your	code	and	type	a	number	instead.	We	like	to	keep	the	lockout	feature
on,	and	think	of	it	like	a	game.Privacy	snapshotAqara	offers	two-factor	authentication	through	the	Aqara	app.With	your	consent,	Aqara	may	collect	data	including	account	information,	general	location	information,	and	automation	logs,	but	its	encrypted	with	SSL	and	other	algorithms	and	stored	on	secured	servers.Aqara	does	not	sell	data	to	third
parties.You	can	opt	out	of	data	sharing	by	deleting	or	adjusting	permissions	on	your	mobile	device.	You	can	also	withdraw	your	consent	by	contacting	Aqara	directly	at	privacy@lumiunited.com.Visit	Aqaras	privacy	statement	for	more	information.	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	WirecutterCompatibility:	Amazon	Alexa,	Google	Home,	Philips	Hue,	Samsung
SmartThingsFor	a	door	where	you	intend	to	keep	the	existing	deadbolt	keyway,	we	recommend	the	Yale	Approach	Lock	with	Wi-Fi	+	Keypad.	Installing	the	hardware	was	painless,	as	was	setup	in	the	Yale	Access	app.	The	Approach	Lock	comes	with	a	Yale	Connect	Wi-Fi	Bridge	plug-in	adapter,	which	is	required	to	connect	it	to	your	home	network,	as
well	as	a	wireless	keypad,	which	makes	the	Approach	Lock	far	more	seamless	to	use	(see	below	for	more).Installation	is	uncomplicated.	The	Approach	Lock	can	be	installed	in	a	couple	minutes	by	anyone	confident	with	a	screwdriver	(do	use	the	included	painters	tape	to	keep	the	outdoor	housing	from	falling	off	your	door	when	you	remove	the	interior
thumb	turn).	Its	the	best-looking	lock	Ive	tested;	its	notably	shallow	with	rounded	edges,	compared	with	blockier	models	that	look	alien	on	a	typical	door.	The	Approach	Lock	comes	with	a	Connect	Wi-Fi	Bridge,	which	handles	communication	between	the	lock	and	your	home	internet.	Michael	Murtaugh/NYT	WirecutterIt	has	plenty	of	adapters	to
accommodate	most	any	single-cylinder	deadbolt.	Since	the	Approach	Lock	needs	to	be	mated	to	the	outside	portion	of	your	existing	lock,	it	comes	with	four	styles	of	adapters	to	accommodate	any	of	the	standard	cam-bar	types	(thats	the	metal	stub	or	tab	that	passes	through	the	deadbolt	mechanism).	Weve	encountered	issues	with	more	than	one
competing	model	where	the	adapters	dont	quite	work	for	a	number	of	reasons,	and	the	Approach	Lock	came	together	with	no	issues	at	all.A	DoorSense	sensor	prevents	accidental	triggers.	Included	with	the	Approach	Lock	is	a	small	DoorSense	module	that	you	stick	to	the	door	frame	or,	if	your	frame	is	wooden,	it	can	be	embedded.	Once	calibrated	it
tells	your	lock	when	the	door	is	properly	closed	or	if	it	has	been	left	ajar,	and	it	adjusts	the	locks	behavior	as	needed.	Installing	one	is	optional,	but	it	allows	you	to	enable	timed	auto-locking	of	your	door	without	having	to	worry	that	the	deadbolt	will	trigger	when	the	door	has	been	left	open	too	long	(and	then	fail	to	trigger	later).	Its	a	good	system	that
works	well.Flaws	but	not	dealbreakersIt	doesnt	support	Apple	Home.	Unlike	our	other	Yale	pick,	the	Assure	Lock	2,	this	model	doesnt	support	HomeKit	or	Apple	Home.	It	still	is	easily	controlled	and	managed	using	an	iPhone	and	the	Yale	Access,	Alexa,	or	Google	Home	app.Privacy	snapshotA	username	and	password	are	required	to	use	Yale	product
smart	features.	You	can	use	the	lock	without	the	app	(but	lose	smart	features,	such	as	remote	access).Yale	collects	a	range	of	device	and	usage	data	that	it	uses	to	manage	and	improve	services.	The	company	does	not	sell	consumer	data	to	third	parties.You	may	opt	out	of	all	promotional	emails	by	clicking	on	a	link	provided	in	one	of	the	emails.Yales
privacy	policy	is	available	here.	SchlageCompatibility:	Amazon	Alexa,	Google	AssistantFor	single-hole	doors	that	dont	have	a	deadbolt,	we	recommend	the	Schlage	Encode	Smart	WiFi	Lever,	which	has	the	same	features	and	specifications	as	our	top	pick.	It	is	a	full-replacement	lock,	and	so	it	requires	removing	your	existing	doorknob	or	lever	and
installing	the	Encode	lever	in	its	place.One	simple	feature	makes	it	better	than	any	other	model	weve	tested.	It	has	the	ability	to	turn	auto-lock	on	and	off	with	buttons.	These	two	labeled	buttons	live	on	the	half	of	the	lock	that	is	installed	on	the	inside	of	your	home.	Unlike	with	a	deadbolt,	you	cant	lock	or	unlock	your	door	when	youre	inside	using	a
thumb	turn,	since	the	mechanism	is	all	internal.	The	solution	is	to	have	the	door	auto-lock	after	a	period	of	time,	which	is	adjustable.	This	can	be	a	problem	though,	like	when	my	son	locked	the	door	to	his	room	at	night,	and	I	couldnt	remember	the	code	and	scrambled	for	five	minutes	trying	to	figure	out	how	to	get	inside	(the	app!).The	Encode	lever
lets	you	set	the	status	to	auto-lock	or	passage	mode	by	using	those	two	buttons,	which	should	be	a	no-brainer,	and	yet	all	our	previous	doorknob	replacement	picksthe	Ultraloq	Latch	5	Fingerprint,	the	Ultraloq	Latch	5	NFC,	and	the	Yale	Assure	Leverrequired	either	a	key	code	or	going	into	the	app	to	change	the	mode.Battery	life	is,	so	far,	impressive,
at	better	than	six	months.	Would	that	other	locks	could	fare	so	well.Flaws	but	not	dealbreakersYou	cant	use	the	Encode	lever	with	HomeKit.	While	you	can	still	set	up	this	model	using	an	iPhone	and	the	Schlage	app,	it	isnt	compatible	with	Apple	HomeKit	and	the	Apple	Home	app.	Youll	still	receive	notifications	and	can	use	the	device	as	normal
otherwise.Privacy	snapshotA	username	and	password	are	required	to	use	the	Encode	levers	smart	features,	however	you	can	use	the	lock	without	the	app	(but	lose	smart	features,	like	remote	access).Schlage	collects	a	range	of	device	and	usage	data	that	it	uses	to	manage	and	improve	services.	The	company	does	not	sell	consumer	data	to	third
parties.You	may	opt	out	of	all	promotional	communications	by	making	a	request	to	dataprivacy@allegion.com.Schlages	privacy	policy	is	available	here.Though	were	confident	in	our	picks	for	most	people,	many	of	the	other	models	weve	tested	would	be	fine	choices	depending	on	your	needs,	preferences,	and	budget.	Note	that	unlike	with	our	current
picks,	we	dont	continuously	long-term	test	the	following	models.If	Apple	Home	Key	and	aesthetics	matter	most	to	you:	The	Level	Lock+	(which	joins	the	Level	Bolt	and	the	Level	Lock	Touch	Edition	in	that	companys	lineup)	is	very	nearly	a	work	of	industrial	art.	Its	components	are	precision-engineered,	clever,	and	truly	unique.	Unlike	other	deadbolt-
replacement	smart	locks,	this	models	smart	guts	and	mechanisms	live	completely	inside	your	door.	You	can	trigger	the	Level	Lock+	a	number	of	ways,	including	by	touch	or	Apple	Home	Key.	(If	you	are	using	it	any	other	way,	youre	bound	to	run	into	issues.)	But	a	few	overarching	limitations	prevent	us	from	making	it	a	pick.	For	starters,	Home	Key	is
available	only	to	Apple	iPhone	owners.	And	at	about	$330,	the	Lock+	is	expensive.	On	top	of	that,	it	functions	only	if	you	have	a	key	card,	smartphone,	or	Apple	Watch	on	your	person	at	all	times,	and	sharing	access	with	others	requires	their	downloading	and	installing	an	app.If	you	want	HomeKit	options:	Weve	named	a	few	HomeKit-compatible
models	as	picks	in	the	past.	One	is	the	Kwikset	Premis,	a	great,	reliable	device.	Its	hardware	is	large	and	less	elegant	compared	with	that	of	our	current	picks,	but	it	works	well.	The	Schlage	Sense	Smart	Deadbolt,	another	previous	pick,	has	a	terrific	keypad	and	top-quality	ANSI	Grade	1	hardware,	but	over	many	years	of	testing,	it	has	suffered	from
Bluetooth-range	issues	that	have	made	it	unreliable	when	were	trying	to	connect	to	it	remotelydespite	its	being	within	spitting	distance	of	an	Apple	TV	acting	as	a	hub.	A	Wi-Fi	adapter,	which	also	enables	compatibility	with	Amazon	Alexa	and	Google	Assistant,	is	available	but	removes	HomeKit	compatibility.	Still,	the	Sense	Smart	Deadbolt	is	a	solid
device	and	a	good	choice,	especially	for	rental	properties.If	you	prize	convenience	over	guest	access:	The	Kwikset	Halo	Touch	is	a	deadbolt-replacement	model	with	a	modern-style	keyway	and	a	fingerprint	reader.	Its	pretty,	and	the	fingerprint	reader	works	well,	but	you	cant	readily	share	access	to	your	home	as	you	can	with	keypad	models	(youd
need	to	register	a	fingerprint	for	every	visitor).	The	door	mechanism	also	sounds	suspiciously	like	that	of	the	relatively	aged	Kwikset	Kevo,	which	is	to	say	its	loud	and	a	bit	pokey.	Still,	for	everyday	use	it	works	well,	and	the	fingerprint	reader	was	flawless	in	our	tests.We	plan	to	test	the	following	smart	locks	as	they	become	available:The	$279
Kwikset	Halo	Touchscreen	Wi-Fi	and	Matter	Enabled	Smart	Lock	is	a	new	model	that	includes	built-in	Wi-Fi	and	Matter	compatibility,	so	it	can	be	controlled	using	any	of	the	major	smart	home	platforms.The	Schlage	Arrive	Smart	WiFi	Deadbolt	is	a	push-button	keypad	deadbolt	equipped	with	built-in	WiFi,	allowing	you	to	access	features	like	keyless
entry,	lock	history,	and	customized	push	notifications	through	the	Schlage	Home	app.	Users	can	create	and	manage	up	to	250	access	codes	and	its	rubber	buttons	make	it	more	accessible	for	blind	and	low-vision	users.The	Schlage	Sense	Pro	Smart	WiFi	Deadbolt	supports	Matter-over-Thread	and	uses	Ultra	wideband	technology	(the	same	thing	thats
used	for	keyless	entry	in	cars)	paired	with	your	device	to	unlock	as	you	reach	your	door.	Along	with	hands-free	unlocking,	it	supports	keypad	access	code	entry,	tap-to-unlock,	and	lock	with	NFC.The	SwitchBot	Lock	Ultra	is	designed	to	retrofit	onto	most	existing	locks	and	deadbolts.	It	supports	16	unlocking	methods	including	fingerprint,	NFC	cards,
via	the	SwitchBot	app,	and	through	voice	commands	using	Alexa,	Google	Home,	and	Siri.	Other	features	include	auto-lock	functionality	and	Matter	compatibility	with	an	external	hub.TP-Links	Tapo	PalmKey	Smart	Door	Lock	includes	palm	vein	recognition	technology,	fingerprint	recognition,	a	keypad,	and	a	backup	key.	It	supports	local	control	and	is
compatible	with	Alexa,	Google	Home,	and	Samsung	SmartThings	(but	not	Apple	Home).The	Yale	Smart	Lock	with	Matter	is	a	replacement	for	the	Nest	x	Yale	and	is	a	keypad	model	with	a	keyway.	It	uses	Matter	over	Thread	wireless	and	Yale	says	battery	life	should	be	a	year.	It	will	be	$170	and	arrive	summer	of	2025.Our	experience	with	the	smart
locks	weve	tested	has	been	positive	for	the	most	part,	though	we	should	note	that	every	smart	lock	weve	ever	used	has	had	instances	when	it	didnt	function	correctly	or	required	troubleshooting	of	some	varietyan	inevitability	to	be	aware	of	when	youre	choosing	to	install	one	of	these	devices	in	your	home.	We	have	yet	to	meet	a	set-it-and-forget-it
smart-home	device.The	Aqara	Smart	Lock	U200	is	a	deadbolt	adapter	model	that	we	hoped	to	love,	but	our	existing	picks	are	a	better	buy.	The	mechanism	is	really	loud	compared	to	other	models,	it	doesnt	work	with	Wi-Fi	for	remote	access	and	instead	requires	being	paired	with	a	Matter-enabled	hub,	which	may	be	a	setback	for	some	users.Many
commenters	have	asked	about	the	SwitchBot	Lock	Pro	and	it	doesnt	fare	well	against	the	competition.	Its	difficult	to	installthere	are	4	almost	eyeglass-size	screws	that	are	a	devil	to	get	into	placeand	its	outrageously	oversized.	My	wife	did	a	double	take	and	noted	that	it	extends	beyond	the	door	lever,	and	sure	enough	when	walking	past	the	door	my
child	bumped	into	it	with	her	shoulder.	Compared	with	the	sleek	Yale	model	which	is	comparably	priced	its	hard	to	recommend	to	anyone.After	a	half	year	of	extended	testing	we	dont	recommend	the	Ultraloq	Bolt	Fingerprint,	a	newer	update	to	a	longstanding	best-for	pick	that	adds	a	fingerprint	reader,	Matter	compatibility,	and	a	redesign	that
places	a	keyway	on	the	face.	In	early	testing	it	worked	wonderfully,	but	after	just	a	few	months	the	set	of	8	AA	batteries	died	without	notice	from	the	app,	which	in	my	experience	is	an	ongoing	issue	with	Ultraloqs	in	general.	I	also	encountered	what	seems	to	be	a	consistent	bug	whereby	the	keypad	becomes	disabled	after	attempting	to	unlock	the
door	using	a	fingerprint	and	the	scan	fails.	The	only	way	to	unlock	the	door	was	using	the	app.	Im	in	touch	with	the	company	and	hoping	to	troubleshoot	the	problem.	For	now	I	cant	recommend	any	Ultraloq	smart	lock	until	the	battery	alerts	and	drain	issues	are	solved.We	no	longer	recommend	the	Ultraloq	U-Bolt	Pro	WiFi	due	to	a	sudden	battery
drain	issue	that	the	company	has	been	unable	to	fully	eliminate.	While	some	device	owners	found	success	with	firmware	updates	and	settings	changes,	our	device	and	that	of	owners	weve	read	about	in	Wirecutter	comments	and	in	forums	werent	fixed.	The	company	has	confirmed	multiple	times	it	will	replace	models	that	continue	to	experience
issues,	even	if	they	are	out	of	warranty.In	testing	the	$150	Abode	Lock	we	experienced	a	number	of	issues	that	prevent	us	from	recommending	it:	It	lost	connection	to	Wi-Fi,	we	couldnt	get	it	back	online,	and	its	internal	battery	drained	in	less	than	two	weeks.	It	never	sent	a	notification	that	it	was	offlinewe	would	have	been	locked	out	of	our	house
without	a	backup	key.A	number	of	locks	are	perfectly	fine	but	dont	match	the	price-to-performance	value	of	our	picks.	That	includes	the	Eufy	Smart	Lock	Touch	E130,	Eufy	Smart	Lock	S230,	and	August	Smart	Lock	Pro.We	dismissed	the	following	models	because	they	had	fewer	features	or	their	designs	were	not	as	well	implemented:	The	Lockly
Secure	Plus,	Lockly	Secure	Pro,	Lockly	Vision,	Alfred	DB1	with	Bluetooth,	and	Yale	Assure	Lock	Touchscreen	Deadbolt	(YRD226).We	dont	recommend	the	Kwikset	Kevo	because	we	found	it	outdated,	unreliable,	and	poorly	supported.This	article	was	edited	by	Jon	Chase	and	Grant	Clauser.	Jon	Chase/NYT	WirecutterOf	all	the	locks	we	looked	at,	the
Yale	YRD256	Assure	Lock	SL	is	the	easiest	to	program,	the	most	customizable,	and	the	nicest	looking.	It	has	a	security	grade	of	2	and	is	the	only	model	that	uses	voice	prompts	during	programming,	eliminating	the	need	to	constantly	refer	back	to	the	directions.	The	volume	and	auto-lock	feature	both	have	multiple	settings,	and	the	movement	of	the
deadbolt	is	quieter	and	quicker	than	with	others.	Without	a	bulky	keyway,	the	exterior	portion	of	the	lock	is	barely	bigger	than	a	-inch-thick	credit	card	and	has	a	nice	metallic	trim,	making	the	Yale	the	sleekest	and	most	discreet	of	the	tested	models.	Last,	the	Yale	can	be	upgraded	to	a	device-controlled	smart	lock	with	the	addition	of	a	separately
purchased	smart	module.	This	is	not	possible	with	the	other	locks.	Typically	around	$150,	its	more	expensive	than	most,	but	it	also	offers	much	more	convenience.The	Yale	has	a	very	nice	interface.	When	not	in	use,	the	touchscreen	stays	blank	and	is	activated	by	drawing	a	few	fingers	across	it	or	tapping	it	with	the	back	of	a	hand.	This	initial	step
keeps	the	screen	constantly	smudged,	so	fingerprints	dont	just	sit	over	the	code	numbers.	When	activated,	the	backlit	numbers	are	easy	to	read	and	have	a	nice	sensitivity.	We	rarely	missed	a	number	or	hit	the	wrong	one,	even	while	wearing	leather	work	gloves.	While	pressing	the	numbers,	a	tone	sounds	and	a	voice	occasionally	chimes	in	(Time
expired).	None	of	the	other	models	have	a	voice,	and	the	beep	on	the	Yale	is	much	nicer	than	the	Kwikset	harsh	digital	tone.	If	you	find	these	sounds	distracting,	they	can	be	muted.Programming	the	Yale	lock	is	easy.	Its	all	done	through	the	front	keypad,	and	the	voice	prompts	you	through	the	process,	similar	to	an	automated	phone	menu.	Its	helpful
to	keep	the	instructions	nearby,	but	we	used	them	less	and	less	as	time	went	on.	Other	models,	specifically	the	Kwiksets,	were	much	harder	to	program	and	included	taking	apart	the	interior	portion	of	the	lock	to	access	a	programming	button	and	tiny	switches.	Because	the	Yale	programming	is	so	quick	and	simple,	we	found	it	easier	to	experiment
with	different	settings	for	a	few	days	at	a	time	in	order	to	find	the	ones	that	best	suited	us.The	Yale	also	offers	the	most	customization.	It	has	three	volume	settings	(high,	low,	and	mute),	three	language	settings	(English,	Spanish,	and	French),	and	a	number	of	auto-lock	settings,	which	lock	the	door	behind	you	after	a	pre-established	duration.	This
feature	can	be	disabled	or	set	to	30	seconds,	60	seconds,	two	minutes	or	three	minutes.	This	gives	a	little	time	if	youre	bringing	groceries	or	packages	in	from	the	car	or	if	you	have	kids	in	tow	that	slowly	wander	in	the	house	behind	you	like	little	lost	ducklings.	The	Schlage	models	dont	have	this	feature	at	all,	and	the	Kwikets	can	only	be	set	to	30
seconds.	YaleThe	Yale	takes	four	AA	batteries.	If	they	start	to	get	low,	the	lock	gives	a	number	of	warnings.	But	still,	dead	batteries	are	a	possibility	if	the	warnings	are	ignored	or	if	the	lock	is	on	a	rarely	used	second	home.	Yale	also	warns	of	extreme	high	and	low	temperatures	shortening	battery	life.	Like	many	electronic	locks,	the	Yale	has	no
keyway,	so	the	workaround	is	that	on	the	underside	of	the	lock	are	two	9-volt	battery	terminals.	A	battery	pressed	against	these	can	power	the	lock	enough	to	enter	a	code	and	get	inside.A	unique	feature	of	the	Yale	is	that	it	can	be	upgraded	to	a	smart	lock	with	the	installation	of	a	small	module	on	the	inside	portion	of	the	lock	(Wi-Fi	and	Bluetooth,
HomeKit,or	Z-Wave	Plus,	depending	on	your	system	and	needs).	The	other	electronic	locks	are	as	is,	so	an	upgrade	to	smart	technology	requires	the	purchase	of	an	entirely	new	lock.	This	feature	makes	the	Yale	a	nice	stepping	stone	if	you	like	the	idea	of	an	electronic	lock	and	feel	you	may	want	to	upgrade	to	a	smart	version	at	a	later	date.	Other	than
the	conspicuous	logo,	the	look	of	the	Yale,	both	inside	and	out,	is	very	sleek	and	streamlined.	Doug	Mahoney/NYT	WirecutterLast,	the	Yale	has	the	most	streamlined	look	of	any	lock	we	tested.	This	is	subjective,	and	the	logo	on	the	interior	side	is	a	little	too	noticeable	for	our	tastes,	but	what	cant	be	disputed	is	that	the	exterior	portion	of	the	Yale	has
the	lowest	profile	and	the	smallest	footprint.	The	rounded	edges	and	a	stylish	metallic	trim	add	to	the	nice	look.	The	only	close	competitor	in	this	department	is	the	Kwikset	Obsidian,	but	that	lock	doesnt	compare	with	the	Yale	in	most	other	areas.At	around	$150,	the	Yale	is	on	the	upper	middle	end	of	the	price	range.	It	is	available	in	brass,	bronze,	or
satin	nickel.Now	25%	OffCredit:	Cat	BowenProsHighest	ANSI	security	ratingConnects	directly	to	Wi-Fi;	no	hub	or	bridge	requiredEasy	installation	and	setupStores	up	to	100	access	codesConsNo	auto-unlock	featureThis	smart	lock	received	high	marks	across	the	board	during	our	testing.	It	features	the	highest	ANSI	Grade	1	rating,	with	heavy	metal
casings	around	the	mechanisms	and	deadbolt,	plus	its	easy	to	install	and	connect	to	your	Wi-Fi	network.	Theres	also	a	built-in	alarm.All	of	the	locks	functions,	like	setting	alerts	and	creating	up	to	100	access	codes,	are	controlled	via	app,	so	theres	no	need	for	a	hub	or	bridge.	You	can	also	use	the	app	to	check	activity	logs	and	manage	Schlage	smart
locks	in	multiple	residences,	plus	the	lock	is	compatible	with	Ring	security	devices,	Alexa,	and	Google	Assistant	using	the	Amazon	Key	app.I	(Senior	Editor	Cat	Bowen)	have	had	this	lock	in	my	front	door	for	over	a	year	and	love	it.	It	took	my	husband	about	15	minutes	to	install,	and	another	two	to	set	up	on	our	Wi-Fi,	Alexa,	and	our	kids	phones.
Though	it	works	with	Alexa	and	Google	Assistant,	but	the	easiest	ways	to	use	it	are	to	key	in	the	code	on	the	pad	or	unlock	it	through	the	Schlage	or	the	Alexa	apps	on	your	phone.Its	pretty	basic	as	far	as	smart	deadbolts	go,	but	thats	a	huge	part	of	the	appeal.	The	simplicity	makes	it	easy	to	operate	for	most	home	installers.	You	can	remotely	lock	or
unlock	from	anywhere	in	the	world	through	the	app,	a	feature	I	use	frequently	for	dog	walkers	and	friends	coming	to	visit.	The	numbers	and	lock	are	a	bit	slower	than	other	deadbolts	we	recommend,	but	its	not	so	slow	that	it	feels	like	a	hindrance.Another	one	of	our	editors,	Tom	Price,	also	tested	this	model	(the	Camelot	trim	in	satin	nickel	version)
and	was	similarly	thrilled	with	the	easy	installation	and	simple	setup.Its	an	impressive	package,	though	it	doesnt	come	cheapand	considering	the	price,	the	lack	of	an	auto-unlock	feature	is	definitely	an	oversight.	But	all	in	all,	if	youre	looking	for	something	that	is	super	simple	and	equally	as	secure,	we	recommend	this	one.	Photo:	amazon.com	We	may
earn	revenue	from	the	products	available	on	this	page	and	participate	in	affiliate	programs.	Learn	More	Home	security	is	of	paramount	importance,	but	fumbling	with	your	keys	while	juggling	packages,	especially	in	nasty	weather,	is	a	real	painif	you	can	even	find	your	keys,	that	is.	The	modern	solution	to	this	kind	of	hassle?	A	keyless	door	lock.	These
devices	are	designed	to	grant	entry	in	a	variety	of	ways,	including	physical	or	digital	keypads,	biometric	fingerprint	scanners,	mobile	app	integration,	and	even	voice	control	with	the	appropriate	pin	or	pass	phrase.	The	compatibility	of	a	keyless	door	lock	with	Bluetooth,	Wi-Fi,	and	smart-home	systems	can	make	life	even	easier.	Use	this	guide	to	get	a
handle	on	what	functions	and	features	will	suit	you	and	your	householdand	why	the	following	models	are	among	the	best	keyless	door	locks	on	the	market.	Photo:	amazon.com	The	right	keyless	door	lock	for	a	home	can	help	increase	peace	of	mind	while	offering	some	helpful	and	efficient	features.	Many	of	the	featured	picks	can	help	keep	a	home	safe
with	the	help	of	Wi-Fi	connectivity;	Bluetooth,	Alexa,	and	more	smart-home	platforms;	lit	keypads	or	biometric	unlocking	systems;	backup	ways	of	unlocking	the	door	in	emergency	situations;	and	even	auto-lock	functionality	for	security.	Some	of	the	above	picks	also	have	trackers	to	monitor	for	potential	false	unlocks,	anti-peep	features,	or	even	bank-
grade	security	programming	to	keep	a	home	safe.	Plus,	many	of	these	top	picks	are	easy	to	install	and	set	up	with	no	need	for	professional	help.	Though	affordability	is	not	something	that	comes	to	mind	with	these	systems,	many	of	the	above	products	are	aesthetically	pleasing	and	even	luxurious	looking.	They	are	also	compatible	with	most	doors.
However,	note	that	some	of	these	products	require	a	particular	Wi-Fi	strength	or	door	type	to	function	properly.	The	products	below	are	among	the	best	keyless	door	locks	in	their	respective	categories,	chosen	with	an	emphasis	on	overall	security,	functionality,	accessibility,	compatibility,	and	price.	Photo:	amazon.com	Backlit	display	keypad	makes	it
easier	to	read	in	the	dark	Compatible	with	Z-Wave	systems	and	Amazon	Alexa	(requires	a	hub)	Includes	an	auto-lock	feature	that	ensures	the	door	doesnt	get	left	unlocked	Must	purchase	hub	separately	unless	connecting	it	to	an	existing	security	system	hub	Type:	Smart	Compatibility:	Z-Wave,	Amazon	Alexa	ANSI	grade:	2	Some	physical	touchpads
can	fail	when	exposed	to	harsh	weather,	but	the	smooth-faced	touch	screen	on	this	keyless	door	lock	sheds	moisture,	and	its	backlit	display	is	easy	to	see	even	in	dim	light.	The	Yale	Assure	has	earned	a	Grade	2	American	National	Standards	Institute	(ANSI)	certification	for	reliability	and	durability.	In	addition	to	touch-screen	operation,	the	lock	can
connect	to	Alexa	or	a	compatible	Z-Wave	smart-home	system	for	wireless	access.Lock	the	door	with	a	simple	tap	of	the	keypad	using	three	fingers,	or	set	up	the	auto-lock	function	to	lock	the	door	as	soon	as	it	closes.	The	touch-screen	keypad	has	backlit	numbers	that	are	clearly	visible	even	in	dark	conditions,	convenient	for	entering	an	access	code
late	at	night	or	in	harsh	weather.	If	the	interior	battery	dies,	holding	a	9-volt	battery	to	the	terminals	will	allow	you	to	enter	the	code	and	unlock	the	door.Get	the	Yale	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon,	Walmart,	or	Yale.	Photo:	amazon.com	Will	automatically	lock	and	unlock	based	on	the	proximity	of	a	linked	smart	device	Works	with	Alexa	and	the	Wyze
app,	devices,	and	cameras	Compatible	with	Wyze	Gateway	hub	and	Bluetooth	and	Zigbee	networks	Does	not	have	an	ANSI	security	rating	listed	Type:	Smart	Compatibility:	Z-Wave,	Amazon	Alexa,	Bluetooth,	Wi-Fi	ANSI	grade:	Not	available	Security	neednt	be	expensive	with	this	budget-friendly	smart	door	lock.	The	versatile	device	can	be	controlled
through	the	Wyze	app	when	connected	to	Wi-Fi	via	the	included	Wyze	Lock	Gateway.	The	lock	can	also	link	to	compatible	Wyze	devices,	like	the	Wyze	Lock	Keypad	and	Wyze	Cam	for	added	home	security.A	screwdriver	is	all	thats	needed	to	retrofit	an	existing	deadbolt	and	complete	this	keyless	door	locks	installation	in	minutes.	Set	it	up	for	auto
locking	and	auto	unlocking	so	that	the	lock	will	respond	to	the	proximity	of	a	linked	device,	like	a	smartphone	or	tablet.	This	lock	can	also	connect	to	Amazon	Alexa	for	voice-activated	control	with	a	secure	voice	pin.Get	the	Wyze	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon,	Walmart,	or	Best	Buy.	Photo:	amazon.com	Offers	the	highest	level	security	a	lock	can	offer
with	its	ANSI	1	rating	Doesnt	require	a	hub	to	control	via	a	phone	or	voice	assistant	Will	detect	and	alert	the	user	to	attempted	forced	entries	Some	users	complain	that	it	burns	through	batteries	too	quickly	Type:	Smart	Compatibility:	Wi-Fi,	Google	Assistant,	Alexa,	Apple	Home	ANSI	grade:	1	This	lock	comes	at	a	premium	price,	but	its	worth	it	for	the
level	of	security	and	wireless	features	that	it	offers.	The	Schlage	Encode	is	an	ANSI	level	1-rated	lock,	which	is	the	highest	level	of	security	wireless	locks	offer.	It	connects	directly	to	Wi-Fi	with	no	need	for	a	hub,	can	be	controlled	via	a	smartphone	with	the	Schlage	Home	app,	and	is	compatible	with	such	voice	assistants	as	Google	Assistant	and
Alexa.Along	with	being	able	to	lock	and	unlock	the	app	from	anywhere	via	a	smartphone,	you	can	also	enter	and	manage	up	to	100	access	codes	for	guests.	The	Encode	goes	beyond	controlling	the	lock.	It	will	also	alert	the	user	if	it	senses	an	attempted	forced	entry.	Since	the	Schlage	Encode	comes	in	four	different	finish	options,	its	easy	to	pair	it	with
a	homes	existing	door	hardware.Get	the	Schlage	deadbolt	lock	at	Amazon,	Lowes,	or	The	Home	Depot.	Photo:	amazon.com	0.3-second	biometric	scanning	via	fingerprints	thats	98	percent	accurate	Automatically	locks	the	door	when	its	closed	Stores	fingerprint	data	locally,	making	it	harder	to	hack	Only	works	with	a	lever-handle	door	with	a	deadbolt
lock	Type:	Fingerprint/touch	screen	Compatibility:	Bluetooth,	Wi-Fi	ANSI	grade:	2	The	biometric	scanner	in	this	Eufy	smart	lock	works	well	for	quick	locking	and	unlocking.	It	has	a	sleek	black	design	with	a	circular	fingerprint	scanner	that	takes	just	0.3	seconds	to	scan	and	recognize	a	stored	fingerprint.	The	lock	is	accurate	98	percent	of	the	time,
reducing	repetitive	scanning	attempts.The	touch-screen	keypad	can	also	be	used	with	a	code,	a	good	secondary-access	option.	The	lock	has	strong	bank-grade	encryption	to	protect	the	personal	data	of	the	users,	and	it	can	also	connect	through	Bluetooth	to	the	eufy	security	app	for	wireless	control.Get	the	eufy	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon,	The	Home
Depot,	or	Walmart.	Photo:	amazon.com	Compatible	with	an	existing	deadbolt	and	key	lock,	making	it	easy	to	install	Works	with	digital	voice	assistants	such	as	Alexa,	Siri,	and	Google	Assistant	Auto-lock/unlock	features	when	linked	to	a	smart	device	Requires	a	longer-range	2.4GHz	Wi-Fi	network	connection	Type:	Digital	deadbolt/Smart	Compatibility:
Bluetooth,	Wi-Fi,	Google	Assistant,	Alexa,	Siri	ANSI	grade:	1	This	innovative	digital	deadbolt	from	August	connects	to	smart-home	systems,	linked	devices,	smartphones,	and	tablets	through	a	2.4GHz	Wi-Fi	network.	Its	designed	to	retrofit	an	existing	deadbolt	on	just	one	side	of	the	door	so	that	mechanical	keys	will	still	work	as	a	backup,	plus	its	easy
to	set	up	right	out	of	the	box.The	digital	deadbolt	can	link	with	Siri,	Alexa,	and	the	Google	Home	App	to	activate	voice-control	features,	such	as	locking/unlocking	and	checking	whether	the	door	is	open	or	closed.	You	can	enable	the	auto-lock	and	auto-unlock	functions	so	that	the	door	will	unlock	when	you	approach	and	lock	when	you	leave	without	a
key	or	a	smartphone.Get	the	August	Home	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon	or	The	Home	Depot.	Photo:	amazon.com	All-mechanical	design	eliminates	the	need	to	change	batteries	Can	set	passcodes	of	up	to	8	digits	long	for	up	to	8,000	possible	combinations	Made	from	wear-resistant	and	pry-resistant	hardened	stainless	steel	Only	includes	a	doorknob	on
1	side	of	the	door	Type:	Mechanical	Compatibility:	N/A	ANSI	grade:	N/A	Megaflints	keyless	door	lock	is	a	great	option	for	those	who	dont	want	to	worry	about	changing	batteries	in	their	keyless	lock	or	securing	it	from	hackers.	This	lock	uses	no	electricity	and	wont	connect	to	any	Wi-Fi	networks.	Instead,	it	uses	a	100	percent	mechanical	design	to
offer	keyless	entry.It	features	a	12-button	panel	that	allows	you	to	set	passcodes	of	between	four	and	eight	digits.	The	deadbolt	opens	with	a	turn	of	the	knob	after	the	correct	code	has	been	entered.	Theres	also	a	keyhole	to	bypass	the	coded	lock.	The	lock	itself	is	secure	thanks	to	its	extra-hard	stainless	steel	construction.	The	Megaflint	is	easy	to
install	in	doors	with	existing	deadbolt	locks.Get	the	Megaflint	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon	or	Sears.	Photo:	amazon.com	Compatible	with	Alexa	and	Google	Assistant	when	connected	to	a	Wi-Fi	network	6	ways	to	unlock,	including	fingerprint,	code,	smart	device,	shake	to	open,	auto	unlock,	and	key	Anti-peep	keypad	design	adds	an	extra	layer	of
security	Requires	a	long-range	2.4GHz	Wi-Fi	connection	Type:	Smart	Compatibility:	Wi-Fi,	Bluetooth,	Alexa,	Google	Assistant	ANSI	grade:	1	Smart-home	systems	are	designed	to	link	multiple	devices	like	a	video	doorbell,	security	camera,	and	a	smart	lock	so	that	IFTTT	(If	This	Then	That)	protocols	can	be	programmed	to	automate	home	security.	This
keyless	door	lock	can	also	link	to	smart-home	devices	like	Alexa	and	Google	Assistant	to	operate	the	lock	using	a	security	code	and	voice	command.It	also	features	six	additional	methods	for	unlocking	the	door:	a	fingerprint	scanner,	an	anti-peep	keypad,	access	through	a	smartphone	app,	the	auto-unlock	function,	the	shake-to-open	function	on
Android	phones,	and	a	mechanical	backup	key.	To	outsmart	the	wear	that	repetitive	input	of	the	security	code	can	causerevealing	the	numbers	of	the	codean	anti-peep	feature	lets	the	user	put	in	numbers	before	and	after	the	code.	This	way,	any	wear	pattern	is	dispersed	across	a	wider	sample	of	numbers,	making	it	near	impossible	to	tell	what
numbers	are	in	the	code.Get	the	Ultraloq	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon,	The	Home	Depot,	or	Walmart.	Photo:	amazon.com	Can	program	in	any	4-digit	encryption	passcode	into	keypad	Keypad	lights	up	when	pressed	for	clear	visibility	in	dark	conditions	Compatible	with	many	different	brands	of	garage	door	opener	Keypad	is	not	compatible	with	smart-
home	systems,	Wi-Fi,	or	Bluetooth	Type:	Electronic	Compatibility:	Connects	to	most	existing	garage	door	openers	ANSI	grade:	N/A	When	a	home	is	empty	or	the	residents	are	asleep,	an	unprotected	garage	can	become	a	target	for	thieves.	This	keyless	garage	door	lock	from	Chamberlain	connects	to	an	existing	garage	door	opener	with	an	easy-to-
follow	wireless	setup.	The	simple	keypad	lock	is	compatible	with	almost	all	brands	of	garage	door	openers	manufactured	after	1993.A	secure	four-digit	pin	must	be	entered	correctly	or	the	garage	door	opener	will	not	respond.	This	system	is	also	designed	with	secure	wireless	encryption	to	prevent	hacking.	The	keypad	has	backlit	numbers	that	are
clearly	visible	in	the	dark,	and	a	simple	sliding	cover	protects	it	from	the	elements.Get	the	Chamberlain	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon,	The	Home	Depot,	or	Chamberlain.	Photo:	amazon.com	Connects	to	Wi-Fi	without	the	need	for	a	central	hub	Users	can	lock	and	unlock	as	well	as	monitor	use	via	a	smart	device	Can	create	and	manage	temporary
access	codes	for	renters	Powered	by	AA	batteries;	may	need	frequent	changes	Type:	Smart	Compatibility:	Wi-Fi,	Alexa,	Google,	Google	Assistant	ANSI	grade:	N/A	Kwiksets	Halo	gives	owners	who	rent	out	their	property	control	over	access	to	their	rentals	without	having	to	be	on	the	premises.	The	Halo	connects	to	Wi-Fi	without	the	need	for	a	hub,
allowing	owners	to	lock	and	unlock	it	via	a	smartphone	from	virtually	anywhere.	You	can	create	up	to	250	codes	on	the	lock,	all	of	which	can	be	managed	via	the	Kwikset	app,	making	it	ideal	for	giving	renters	temporary	access	to	the	property.The	app	also	provides	other	information	thats	useful	to	rental	property	owners.	Users	can	view	history	for	the
locks	activity	and	choose	to	receive	notifications	every	time	the	Halo	is	locked	or	unlocked.	For	added	security,	theres	also	a	built-in	alarm	that	sounds	when	three	consecutive	incorrect	codes	are	entered.	The	smart	lock	integrates	with	Amazon	Alexa	and	Google	Assistant.Get	the	Kwikset	keyless	door	lock	at	Amazon	or	Best	Buy.	When	shopping	for	a
high-quality	keyless	lock	for	the	front,	back,	or	garage	door,	factor	in	the	lock	type,	its	ANSI	security	rating,	and	its	compatibility	with	already-existing	systems	in	the	home.	Types	of	keyless	door	locks	are	differentiated	by	their	compatibility	and	function,	including	touch	screen,	fingerprint,	digital	deadbolt,	Bluetooth,	and	smart	locks.	Touch-screen
door	locks	have	a	smooth	digital	touch-screen	keypad	display.	Enter	the	security	pin	on	the	touch-screen	keypad	and	the	lock	will	open.	These	electronic	door	locks	can	use	over	100	unique	security	codes	for	family,	friends,	workers,	or	even	guests	at	an	Airbnb.	Fingerprint	keyless	door	locks	rely	on	biometrics	(body	measurements	and	calculations
that	determine	and	authenticate	an	individuals	identity)	via	a	fingerprint	scanner.	Several	fingerprints	can	be	recorded	by	the	device,	which	will	open	the	lock	if	an	approved	finger	touches	on	the	scanner.	Digital	deadbolts	are	typically	retrofitted	to	existing	door	hardware,	upgrading	home	security	with	basic	smart-locking	functions	that	are
accessible	through	an	app	on	a	smartphone	or	similar	device.	They	usually	use	Bluetooth,	though	some	digital	deadbolts	can	connect	to	Wi-Fi	and	smart-home	systems.	Bluetooth-enabled	keyless	door	locks	connect	with	a	smartphone	or	tablet	via	Bluetooth,	which	is	usually	accessed	with	a	custom	app	made	and	maintained	by	the	lock	manufacturer.
This	allows	you	to	open	or	close	the	lock	from	anywhere	inside	the	house,	the	car,	or	any	other	locations	within	range	of	the	Bluetooth	signal.	Smart	keyless	door	locks	are	similar	to	Bluetooth-enabled	locks	in	that	they	typically	connect	to	an	app	accessible	through	a	smartphone	or	tablet.	However,	these	locks	will	use	Wi-Fi,	Z-Wave,	Zigbee,	or
Bluetooth	to	become	part	of	the	existing	smart-home	system.	This	way,	they	can	be	added	to	a	series	of	IFTTT	protocols	that	take	advantage	of	the	interconnected	system.	Mechanical	keyless	door	locks	use	no	electronic	pieces	inside	of	them.	Instead,	the	lock	has	buttons	and	a	locking	mechanism	that	are	entirely	mechanical.	This	type	of	lock	doesnt
require	battery	changes	and	can	only	be	unlocked	by	punching	the	correct	combination	of	buttons	on	the	lock	itself.	Electronic	keyless	door	locks	are	typically	used	in	conjunction	with	a	garage	door.	They	consist	of	a	keypad	mounted	to	the	exterior	part	of	the	garage	door	frame	that	connects	wirelessly	to	the	garage	door	opener.	When	the	user
enters	the	correct	code	on	the	keypad,	the	garage	door	opens.	Security	is	the	main	priority	with	any	lock,	so	look	for	security	ratings	when	shopping	for	the	best	keyless	door	locks.	The	Builders	Hardware	Manufacturers	Association	(BHMA)	is	accredited	by	ANSI	to	develop	and	maintain	performance	standards	for	locks.	These	standards	can	be	known
as	BHMA	ratings,	ANSI	ratings,	BHMA	gradings,	ANSI	gradings,	or	even	a	combination	of	the	two	with	ANSI/BHMA	ratings	or	gradings.	These	ratings	are	based	on	the	security	of	the	lock	against	picking,	bumping,	and	other	physical	attacks.	They	also	take	into	consideration	the	durability	and	longevity	of	the	locking	and	unlocking	mechanism.	Grade
1	is	the	highest	rating	for	ANSI-approved	locks,	though	these	products	are	typically	designed	for	commercial	applications.	These	locks	protect	against	a	variety	of	physical	attacks	including	picking,	heavy	blows,	drilling,	and	cutting.	Grade	2	is	the	mid	grade	for	ANSI	ratings.	This	grade	is	given	to	products	that	can	resist	picking	attempts,	bumping,
and	kick	ins,	making	these	locks	a	good	choice	for	a	residential	front	door.	Grade	3	is	the	lowest	ANSI-approved	rating.	These	locks	may	not	be	durable	enough	to	withstand	a	strong	break-in	attempt.	Choose	a	grade	3	lock	as	a	supplementary	option	to	a	Grade	2	or	Grade	1	lock.	Depending	on	the	type	of	keyless	door	lock,	you	may	need	to	put	a	code
into	a	physical	or	digital	keypad	to	gain	entry.	These	codes	are	generated	by	the	lock	or	chosen	by	the	resident;	they	should	be	easy	to	remember,	but	not	something	unauthorized	people	would	be	able	to	guess.	Access	codes	are	typically	four	digits,	but	that	may	be	customized	by	the	user	if	desired.	Keyless	door	locks	often	have	enough	memory	for
over	100	unique	access	codes,	allowing	every	trusted	individual	to	come	and	go.	This	feature	is	great	for	rental	units	because	the	code	can	simply	be	changed	when	the	lease	is	up.	While	the	purpose	of	a	keyless	door	lock	is	to	avoid	needing	and	keeping	track	of	keys,	a	backup	key	feature	can	be	beneficial.	This	typically	consists	of	a	hidden	keyhole	in
the	keyless	door	lock	that	can	be	accessed	in	case	of	emergency	or	if	the	lock	is	not	working	properly.	Locks	that	connect	through	Wi-Fi	or	Bluetooth	can	be	susceptible	to	connection	issues,	while	electronic	devices	like	a	digital	keypad,	screen,	or	fingerprint	scanner	may	run	out	of	power.	If	one	of	these	situations	occurs,	a	backup	key	will	grant
access	to	the	home.	Also,	consider	investing	in	a	portable	charging	device	to	keep	the	keyless	door	lock	at	full	battery.	Home	security	innovations	have	combined	standard	door	locks	with	wireless	capabilities	that	allow	them	to	integrate	with	other	devices	through	Bluetooth,	Wi-Fi,	Z-Wave,	or	Zigbee.	However,	the	compatibility	of	the	door	lock	with
the	other	devices	depends	on	the	specific	product	and	how	it	is	designed.	Bluetooth	locks	can	be	basic,	communicating	only	with	the	smartphone	or	device	theyre	registered	with,	but	they	may	also	integrate	on	an	IFTTT	network	with	several	other	Bluetooth	devices.	Z-Wave	and	Zigbee	are	similar	smart-home	networks	that	can	connect	wirelessly	to
other	Z-Wave	or	Zigbee	devices	in	the	home.	WiFi-enabled	door	locks	connect	through	a	Wi-Fi	signal	to	a	hub	or	network.	Smart-home	systems	like	Amazon	Alexa	and	Google	Home	generally	use	a	Wi-Fi	connection	to	link	all	the	devices	in	the	residence	so	that	they	can	be	controlled	through	voice	commands,	IFTTT	protocols,	or	an	app.	With	the
inclusion	of	electronic	systems	and	the	compatibility	of	wireless	networks,	a	keyless	door	lock	can	include	extra	features	to	make	the	lock	easier	to	use,	like	voice	activation,	geofencing,	and	auto	locking.	Voice	activation	is	accessible	through	integration	with	smart-home	systems	like	Alexa	and	Google	Home.	By	speaking	through	the	door	to	the	device
and	providing	a	custom	code,	the	door	lock	will	open	or	lock	depending	on	the	voice	command.	Geofencing	sets	up	a	wireless	perimeter	around	the	home	that	can	use	the	GPS	in	a	cell	phone	or	tablet	to	determine	when	someone	enters	or	leaves	the	perimeter.	It	can	be	set	to	automatically	unlock	the	door	when	someone	gets	home	and	lock	the	door
when	someone	exits	the	perimeter.	Auto	locking	can	be	used	with	geofencing,	but	this	feature	can	also	come	with	keyless	door	locks	that	lack	geofencing.	This	is	done	via	a	timer	so	that	the	door	automatically	locks	after	a	specific	period	of	time	has	passed.	Keyless	door	locks	offer	a	variety	of	ways	to	operate	the	lock.	Some	may	be	a	bit	complicated
to	set	up,	but	once	in	place,	theyre	easy	to	use	and	maintain.	Keypad	door	locks	can	have	over	100	different	unique	codes	to	assign	to	residents,	delivery	services,	and	workers	such	as	dog	walkers	and	house	cleaners.	Fingerprint	scanners	tend	to	be	popular	among	families	with	children	who	might	forget	a	code.	To	gain	entry,	the	kids	need	only	scan
a	recorded	finger	at	the	door.	Smart	locks	can	connect	to	a	smart-home	system,	enabling	the	locks	to	be	opened	with	a	voice	command	and	secure	code.	Key	fobs	can	also	operate	a	keyless	door	lock,	but,	like	keys,	they	are	small	and	easy	to	misplace.	Security	should	be	the	top	priority	when	deciding	on	a	keyless	door	lock,	but	theres	no	reason	to
settle	on	one	that	doesnt	look	attractive	or	suit	the	architectural	style	of	the	house.	Some	locks	are	integrated	with	the	door	handle,	presenting	one	solid	unit	with	a	keypad	to	unlock	the	door	quickly,	which	might	fit	a	traditional	homes	decor.	Others	complement	a	technology-rich	environment	with	prominent	digital	screens,	interesting	fingerprint
scanners,	and	modern	appeal.	For	further	info	about	buying	and	using	keyless	door	locks,	check	out	these	answers	to	some	common	questions.	Keyless	door	locks	work	in	the	same	way	as	standard	door	locks:	with	a	bolt	that	slides	across	to	prevent	entry.	However,	instead	of	using	a	key	to	open	the	lock,	a	keyless	door	lock	may	require	a	fingerprint
scan,	secure	pin	number,	app	access	through	Bluetooth	or	Wi-Fi,	or	voice-activated	commands	when	the	lock	is	paired	with	a	smart-home	system.	ANSI/BHMA	security	ratings	are	designations	handed	down	by	the	Builders	Hardware	Manufacturers	Association	to	indicate	the	effectiveness	of	the	smart	lock	depending	on	the	products	ability	to	pass
increasingly	rigorous	test	requirements.	Yes,	but	with	less	ease	and	accessibility	because	the	unlock	codes	can	no	longer	be	entered	through	an	app.	The	lock	may	have	a	fingerprint	scanner,	a	physical	touch	pad,	or	a	backup	keyhole	to	lock	or	unlock	the	door	whether	the	Wi-Fi	is	on	or	not.	Keyless	door	locks	typically	run	on	batteries,	which	are
either	replaced	when	they	die	or	charged	with	an	included	charger.	Some	keyless	door	locks	do	have	built-in	cameras.	Unfortunately,	the	angle	of	the	camera	is	often	blocked	due	to	the	height	at	which	door	locks	are	typically	installed,	so	the	current	technology	is	not	very	popular	or	reliable.	For	better	video	protection,	consider	pairing	a	keyless	door
lock	with	a	video	doorbell	or	security	camera.	Keyless	door	locks,	like	any	digital	technology,	can	be	hacked	if	the	hacker	has	adequate	skill,	time,	access,	and	information.	For	this	reason,	digital	security	information	should	be	kept	private.	Despite	this	vulnerability,	hacking	door	locks	is	uncommon,	and	these	locks	tend	to	be	more	secure	than	most
traditional	locks	that	can	be	picked	or	bumped.	Keeping	your	grass	green	and	your	plants	thriving	doesnt	just	take	a	green	thumbit	starts	with	the	right	tools	and	supplies.	
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